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Office of the Attorney General

State of South Carolina

February 15, 1979

*1  Elliott D. Thompson, Esquire
Executive Assistant for Legal Affairs (Acting)
Office of the Governor
Post Office Box 11450
Columbia, South Carolina 29211

Dear Mr. Thompson:
You have requested an opinion as to whether, when computing the five-day period within which action must be taken by the
Governor on a bill, the day of receipt should be included or excluded. Article IV, Section 21 of the South Carolina Constitution
provides in pertinent part:
If a bill or joint resolution shall not be returned by the Governor within five days after it shall have been presented to him,
Sundays excepted, it shall have the same force and effect as if he had signed it . . ..

Since at least 1819, the courts of this State have held that in construing constitutional provisions or statutes which provide for
something to be done within a certain number of days after an event, the day on which the event occurs is to be excluded from
computation. See generally, 17 S.C. Digest, Time, Key No. 9(1). A case directly on point is Corwin v. Comptroller General,
6 S.C. 390 (1875), which construes the veto provision of the 1868 Constitution in this matter. To the same effect, although
perhaps in dicta only, is Goree v. Greenwood County Supervisor, 93 S.C. 312, 76 S.E. 705 (1912).

Based on the foregoing authorities and on the clear majority rule in other jurisdictions (see In Re Advisory Opinion to the
Governor, 131 So.2d 196 (Fla. 1961); State v. Hall, 308 S.W.2d 828 (Ark. 1958); Cammack v. Harris, 29 S.W.2d 567 (Ky.
1930), it is the opinion of this Office that the day of the Governor's receipt of a bill should be excluded from computation.
 Sincerely yours,

Kenneth P. Woodington
Assistant Attorney General
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